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One of the greatest missing teachings in the

church today is the reminder to men and

women that nothing we have belongs to us.
Gordon MacDonald
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Do you believe that God is the owner of
everything?

Do you believe that what you have has been
given to you by God?

Do you believe that the resources you
possess are assets to be invested in the
kingdom of God?
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God has given us two hands—one to receive
with and the other to give with. We are not
cisterns made for hoarding; we are channels
made for sharing.
Billy Graham
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A lack of generosity refuses to acknowledge that
your assets are not really yours, but God’s.
Tim Keller
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CQM%EES And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to

know about the grace that God has given the
Macedonian churches. 2In the midst of a very
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in rich

generosity. 3 For | testify that they gave as much
as they were able, and even beyond their ability.

Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded
with us for the privilege of sharing in this service

to the Lord’s people. > And they exceeded our
expectations: they gave themselves first of all to
the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.
2 Corinthians 8
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Generosity is the natural and appropriate
response of people who have been confronted
with the grace of God.



sores. 20 Then the whole Israelite community withdrew
COGGES
wmey  from Moses’ presence, 2! and everyone who was
willing and whose heart moved them came and
brought an offering to the LORD for the work on
the tent of meeting, for all its service, and for
the sacred garments. %2 All who were willing,
men and women alike, came and brought gold
jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings
and ornaments. They all presented their gold as
a wave offering to the LorD. 23 Everyone who had
blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen, or goat
hair, ram skins dyed red or the other durable
leather brought them.

Exodus 35
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Giving with glad and generous hearts has a way
of routing out the tough old miser within us.
Even the poor need to know that they can give.
Just the very act of letting go of money, or some
other treasure, does something within us. It
destroys the demon greed.

Richard J. Foster, Money, Sex & Power
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Not a debt we owe but a seed we sow
Bill Hybels
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17Command those who are rich in this present
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their
hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and
to be generous and willing to share. 12 In this
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a
firm foundation for the coming age, so that they
may take hold of the life that is truly life.
1 Tim 6:17-19
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THE average C of E church has just three
children attending, and the smallest 25 per cent
have, on average, none at all, according to the
latest Statistics for Mission.

In the smallest 25 per cent of churches, the
average weekly attendance by children — at
church services or Fresh Expressions on Sundays
or weekdays — was zero. In the largest 25 per
cent it rose to 11; and in the largest five per cent
it was 35. The median is just three.
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God is always trying to give good things to us,
but our hands are too full to receive them.
Augustine of Hippo



