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2 Corinthians 4:6-12 The Message (MSG)

Remember, our Message is not about ourselves; we’re proclaiming 
Jesus Christ, the Master. All we are is messengers, errand runners 
from Jesus for you. It started when God said, “Light up the 
darkness!” and our lives filled up with light as we saw and 
understood God in the face of Christ, all bright and beautiful.
If you only look at us, you might well miss the brightness. We carry 
this precious Message around in the unadorned clay pots of our 
ordinary lives. That’s to prevent anyone from confusing God’s 
incomparable power with us. As it is, there’s not much chance of 
that.



You know for yourselves that we’re not much to look at. We’ve 
been surrounded and battered by troubles, but we’re not 
demoralized; we’re not sure what to do, but we know that God 
knows what to do; we’ve been spiritually terrorized, but God 
hasn’t left our side; we’ve been thrown down, but we haven’t 
broken. What they did to Jesus, they do to us—trial and torture, 
mockery and murder; what Jesus did among them, he does in us—
he lives! Our lives are at constant risk for Jesus’ sake, which makes 
Jesus’ life all the more evident in us. While we’re going through 
the worst, you’re getting in on the best!



Finite Fallen Frail



16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly 

we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all…

5 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal 

house in heaven, not built by human hands….

[He] has given us the Spirit as a deposit guaranteeing 

what is to come.

2 Corinthians 4:16-17 & 5:1 & 5 (NIVUK)







Because of the extravagance of those revelations, and so I wouldn’t get a 
big head, I was given the gift of a handicap to keep me in constant touch 
with my limitations. Satan’s angel did his best to get me down; what he in 
fact did was push me to my knees. No danger then of walking around 
high and mighty! At first I didn’t think of it as a gift, and begged God to 
remove it. Three times I did that, and then he told me,
My grace is enough; it’s all you need.
My strength comes into its own in your weakness.
Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit focusing on the 
handicap and began appreciating the gift. It was a case of Christ’s 
strength moving in on my weakness. Now I take limitations in stride, and 
with good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size—abuse, 
accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take over! And so the 
weaker I get, the stronger I become.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 The Message (MSG)
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